1378                 ST CHARLES BORROMEO, B. C.             [Nov. 4

counted labours their gain, and braved dangers without fear.    St Philip
Neri testified that he once saw the saint's countenance shining with a
heavenly brightness.   The practice of always walking in the divine presence
he strongly recommended as the principal means of attaining to Christian
virtue.   To a gentleman who begged he would prescribe him the rules of
advancing in piety, he gave this answer, " He who desires to make any
progress in the service of God must begin every day of his life with new
ardour, must keep himself in the presence of God as much as possible, and
must have no other view or end in all his actions but the divine honour."
The saint, who laboured so strenuously for the sanctification of his own
soul, began the reformation of his diocese by the regulation of his own
family;  including the vicars and officers of their courts, it consisted of
about a hundred persons, the greatest part being clergymen whom he
employed in his own affairs and in those of his diocese.   All the priests
were obliged to go to confession once a week, the others at least once a
month, and to communicate at the archbishop's hands.    The priests said
mass every day;   all assisted every day at regular prayers at night and
morning,   meditations,   and   pious   reading;    abstained   from  flesh   all
Wednesdays and all Advent; fasted many vigils besides those of precept;
and on fast-days had no regular collation, but those that called for it
were allowed to take an ounce and a half of bread.    No person in his
family was ever to expect any benefice from him, so much did he dread
the danger of simony stealing into anyone's intention in serving him.
When one of them had obtained a small benefice from his grand vicar,
St Charles discharged him, though he had a good opinion of his learning
and virtue, and afterwards recommended him to another bishop.    All
were allowed handsome salaries, and were strictly forbid to receive pre-
sents from anyone.    Idleness was banished his house, and those who at
any time were not employed were obliged to read the lives of saints or
other pious books.    His household was a most regular community, and
all dined together in a common refectory.   Out of the clergy that composed
his family, twelve became eminent bishops and many were employed by
popes in quality of nuncios, and in other great posts in the government
of the church.    Ormanetto, his grand vicar (who was afterwards Bishop
of Padua), had two other assistants who were also grand vicars;  for St
Charles established a vicariate, that things might be done with deliberation
and counsel, which many other bishops imitated.   He also appointed sixty
foraneous or country vicars (whose authority and commission was limited
by particular mandates); these were mostly the rural deans;   they held
frequent conferences, and inspected the behaviour of the curates under
their jurisdiction, admonished them of their faults,  and, if necessary,
informed the archbishop or vicar-general.
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